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QUARANTALK
Bryn Battani

yep I’m here
sorry, I lost you
so what did you do today?
I mean, me too
wait sorry, you broke up for a second
oh, yup
where are you now? on a walk?
I figured

I wanna see that
take a weird self-timer photo
...
…
oh yeah, you do, ha, I love that
what is that shrieking?
oh okay it sounds freaking loud
no it’s fine
oh man, I’m jealous, all the trees
around here are scrawny as heck
yeah, but they just grow out, not up
oh wait, my airpods are dying, let me
plug in the other ones
hey at least they’re not that weird
gross kind you wear
…
can you hear me now?
oh okay, I’ll just use these ones
from now on
fine
well, I pretty much just went for a run
and worked in the yard today

hello?
ah, good
no worries
truly nothing
that’s how it goes
I just said that’s how it goes
mmhmm
I am
actually I look like a wes anderson
character in this yellow rain jacket
and jeans tucked into rain boots
it’s something
sure?
…
okay, it’s sending
I’m glad
oh I’m just sitting on some swing set
at this playground I found
sorry
I did climb a pretty nice tree today
don’t you have all those texas live oaks?
mmm, I see
this is why I don’t associate with people
who wear airpods
we’ve had this discussion
…
oh wow, way better
see, I told you
ha
wait sorry, you’re kind of breaking up

I went for a run and worked in the yard
yeah, that’s kind of all I’ve been doing
shoot, lemme try turning off wifi and
just using data, see if that helps
where?

okay, I mean, that was all I had to say
about any of that anyway
...
...
nice
take one of your classic mirror selfies
...
…
you really don’t but whatever
alrighty

that sounds lovely
wait what?
here, hang on, I’m back
okay, I’m going to enter my house, you
may hear weird screeching, you can keep
talking but I’ll be quiet for a second
...
...
made it
god, I look like such an unsettling guy
right now, you should see me
okay
…
there
hang on, let me get to my room
I’m going up the stairs, I’m at the place
where my dad gets dressed for work
dressed for work
oh god, that’s a thought

where your dad gets drunk for work?
wow, sorry
I mean, gotta pregame mayo clinic,
am I right?
oh yes, every day he downs a glass of scotch
of course
also, today we went to buy an ipad in byron
buy your dad what?
what about my dad?
he went to what?
I didn’t say my dad?
oh, ipad
yeah, so we went to byron
ah
uh
what?
…
...
…
hello?
yes? I can hear you
hello? you’re gone
can you hear me? okay bye
...
...
can you hear me?
yes. yes. yes. yes. yes. yes. yes. yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes
yes yes
oh there you are
I don’t know what’s going on
sorry, I lost you
this has happened every time I’ve talked
to anyone this week, maybe my
service is just awful
no I think it’s me

maybe it’s both of us
what?
…
yeah?
I think so
oh yessir
having sex would be funny?
I literally heard having sex would be funny
agh
this is tragic
maybe it’s time to give up
it’s late anyway
I don’t think you want me to tell you
we’re the worst
should we sleep?
we could hang up
me too
wait, I guess I should turn data off
and wifi back on, who knows how
long this is gonna be
mmm, goodnight
‘til next time

here, let me try something
I’m putting my phone by the window
hello?
is that better?
ah, telecommunicative cans of worms
actually this whole mess is kind of lovely
what?
okay, that is definitely not what I just said
oh well
it’s fine
maybe
what time is it?
oh god
even states apart
you are welcome to do so
or we could just fall asleep on the phone,
I’m kind of almost there
mmhmm

that’s very true
goodnight, ms. battani

